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Horticulture Happenings 

Welcome to the November & December edition of the Horticulture Happenings 

Newsletter! Included in this newsletter, find tips for the season! Saving seeds is a 

wonderful way to make sure your favorite plants make it to the garden for next year. 

To read more about how to save seeds, turn to page 2.  

 

Are you looking for a fresh Christmas tree this season? If yes, make sure to turn to 

page 4 to learn about local Christmas tree farms as well as how to select the best 

Christmas tree for your home! 

 

Make plans to attend our second annual virtual Specialty Crop Conference being 

offered via Zoom! We have a great line-up of speakers and crops being highlighted 

for this year. Check page 3 for more details on how to sign up for this program. 

 

The Warren County Extension Office had two beautiful garden plots for annual 

flowers and butterflies this year! To read more about our top annual flower  

performers, from our garden trials, check out page 5! Warren County Extension 

Master Gardeners have also volunteered a lot of time to the newly installed Certified 

Monarch Waystation. Both garden areas were highlighted in October to showcase 

them to the general public. Read more information on 

page 6 to see the timeline on the Monarch Waystation 

gardens as well as our garden tour successes on page 7.  

 

Lastly, try our Plate it Up! Kentucky Proud Recipe for 

Baked Broccoli Frittata! It features broccoli, as the 

seasonal product that you can find available now and it 

serves great for any meal of the day! Enjoy! 

     Happy Gardening! 

 

 
Kristin G. Hildabrand 
Warren County Extension 

Kristin’s Corner 

Seasonal Information for Home Gardeners & Commercial Producers  

















Access gardening information anytime and anywhere with our gardening podcast called The Sunshine    
Gardening Podcast! Listen while in the car or when you have free time at home! It is absolutely free! Type 
in ‘The Sunshine Gardening Podcast’ wherever you get your podcasts! It is available through Apple       
Podcasts, Spotify, TuneIn, Google Podcast, iHeart Radio, and several others! 

Listen to the latest episodes for: 
 

Episode 20- Clean Up Garden Now for a More Productive               
Garden Next Spring! 

Episode 19- Planting Peonies in the Garden 

Episode 18- Tips for the Best Pumpkin 

Episode 17- Emerald Ash Borer Damage 

Episode 16- Caring for Fall Mums 
 
 

OR get information from previous gardening shows! All podcast show 
notes are archived on the blog at Warren County Agriculture, at          
warrencountyagriculture.com. If you have an idea for a future show that 
you would like to see featured on the Sunshine Gardening Podcast, make sure to contact Kristin Hildabrand 
via email at kristin.goodin@uky.edu. Thanks for listening! Happy Gardening! 
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It's Fall and time to gather and prepare seeds for next year’s garden. But which, 

when, and how do you start? Here are a few tips. 
 

Which: Not all seeds can or  should be saved. Knowing which star ts with    

identifying those that are “open pollinators”, either cross or self pollinators, often 

called heirloom varieties. These plants will pollinate by themselves or with a plant of the same variety. That 

ensures that you’ll get the plant, fruit, or vegetable that you had before. Be careful not to collect seeds from 

hybrid plants. Hybrid plants are created through the cross pollination of two plants of different varieties.   

Using those seeds may result in an unexpected surprise - not the plant you previously grew! 
 

When: Gather  seeds that have had time to mature on the plant. For  example, the tomatoes are fully 

ripe and have started to shrivel, the bean pods rattle, or the flower buds have dried or have seeds ready to fall 

from the flower. 
 

How: Harvesting seeds will vary depending on the plant. For  plants with moist or  wet seeds, make sure 

the seeds are dry before storing. For example, with tomatoes, remove the pulp and rinse it in a colander or 

sieve to separate out the seeds. Dry them on a paper towel in a warm location and then store them in a jar. 

With flowers like the zinnias or marigolds, you can pull the seeds from the dry flower and save in an         

envelope or plastic bag. For black eyed susans, place the dry flowers in a paper bag or envelope and shake 

out the tiny seeds. 
 

Once you’ve gathered your seeds, store them where they can keep dry. Be sure to identify the plant. You 

may want to include a picture and instructions for planting in the coming year. You may also want to test 

some of the seeds you have collected by placing them on a wet paper towel in a warm place and see if the 

sprout. There are a lot of reasons for saving seeds, besides saving money. Sharing seeds with others, as gifts, 

or through a seed library for anyone to access. 

Written by Maggie Shelton,  
Warren County Extension Master Gardener Intern  
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 Select a tree that is at least one foot shorter 
than the ceiling height in the room where it 
will be displayed. 

 Look for a tree with a healthy, green            
appearance with few dead or browning       
needles. 

 Make sure the base of the trunk is straight and 
6 to 8 inches long to allow placement in the 
tree stand. 

 Run a hand along the branch to test for    
freshness. Needles on a fresh-cut tree should 
be flexible and should not come off with ease. 
Avoid trees with needles that pull off easily. 

 Once the tree is home, cut a 1/2-inch-thick 
disk from the base by making the cut          
perpendicular to the trunk. This slice is      
critical; when trees are cut in the field, they 
produce a layer of sap that seals the cut and 
prevents water from rising up the trunk. A 
new cut allows the tree to absorb water and 
maintain a fresh healthy appearance. 

 After making the cut, place the tree in a    
bucket of water, and let it absorb water for 
several hours before placing it in the tree 
stand. Fresh water is best, so no need to add 
any preservatives. 

 Locally produced, real trees are commonly 
sold by choose-and-cut farms. Procedures 
vary greatly from farm to farm, but in  
general, you’ll arrive and either walk or 
ride to the field and select the tree you 
want. You then cut the tree—or an          
attendant cuts the tree for you— and the 
tree is transported back to the central      
location. 

 At many farms, attendants shake the dead 
needles from the tree. This is especially   
important for species like Scotch pine. 

 Another service offered by some farms is 
tree baling. This is particularly important 
for larger trees. The tree is simply pulled 
through a cone-shaped device that applies 
netting or twine. By baling, most trees can 
be condensed to less than two feet in        
diameter without damaging the branches. 

 Due to COVID-19, make sure to call before 
visiting a local Christmas tree farm. Many 
farms and lots are selling out early this 
year. 

• Once the fresh tree is home, re-cut a thin section from the butt end and place the tree in a pail of    
water until you are ready to decorate it. Keep the tree outside and away from sun and wind so it does 
not become dry. When ready to bring the tree inside, cut the butt end again if it has been stored for 
more than three or four days. 
• Once inside, the tree should be placed in a sturdy stand that holds at least one gallon of water. A 
fresh tree can lose this much or more water a day. Make sure to place the tree away from heaters,    
furnace vents, and other heat sources. 
• A fresh tree that is watered daily can stay moist and safe for several weeks. If a tree is displayed in a 
public building, it should be kept no longer than 15 days and should be treated with a fire retardant 
solution. 
• Lights on the tree should be UL-approved and protected by an inline fuse. Small pinpoint lights work 
well because they stay cool. Turn lights off when the tree is unattended. 
• For more information on caring for your fresh Christmas tree, please contact your local Extension 
Office. 
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Our annual flower trial gardens concluded at the end of October. The goal of the trial garden was to 
provide a fair evaluation of the garden performance for each flowering bedding plant species and  
cultivar included. To achieve this, it is necessary to use uniform cultural practices across the garden 
and to minimize environmental effects. Evaluations were performed every 2 weeks on the plants and 
information was recorded to include the weather during that time. 

To see some of our top performing annual flowers from the 2021 trial gardens, please see the pictures 
below which includes the scientific name and cultivated variety name for each annual flower. 
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Extension Master Gardeners have been working hard to create and attract more 

pollinators. Check out our timeline below to see our process! 

First Monarch butterfly 

hatched and it was a girl! 

Raised bed garden frames built 

Documented several butterflies and  

caterpillars visiting the gardens 

Fence & Additional plants 

installed 

Native & Pollinator friendly plants    

installed 

For more information about the Certified 

Monarch Waystation, scan the QR Code above. 
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Garden tours were offered 3 days at the end of October to help showcase the annual flower 
garden trials and certified Monarch Waystation being maintained by the Warren County      

Extension Master Gardeners. Despite the rainy weather, there was still a great turnout from the 
community! We can officially report that we had 34 total participants stop by to view the     

gardens! Visitors showed up early and were enthusiastic about our efforts. 

 

 

Warren County Extension Master Gardeners for leading garden tours and getting information ready 
to distribute during the tours:  

 

 

 

 

Another thank you to Warren County Soil Conservation for being available to talk about their 
Backyard Conservation Program as well! 

Andrew Coates 

Theresa Davis 

Maggie Shelton 

Ernie Van Hooser 

 

Patsy Bowman 

Miliska Knauft 

  Chandra Carter 

    Kathee Morgeson 

Bruce Allen 
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Tune in each weekday morning at 5:00am for “Get the Scoop” on Goober 95.1 FM.  

 

Find us on Facebook at Get the Scoop Radio Show! 

Winter Garden Checklist 

 Clean up garden beds. Clean up any dried leaves, stems, and twigs around the 
garden. If you suspect plant disease, avoid using the compost pile. 

 Empty the garden hose and store it away during winter months. 

 Rake up and compost leaves into a compost pile. Turn and add water to start 
composting. 

 Clean, sharpen and store garden tools for the season. 


